MIDWEST JUNIOR ROWING ASSOCIATION 
MINUTES OF MEETING

DATE: July 27, 2011 
CONFERENCE CALL: 
Conference Dial-in Number: (209) 647-1000 

Participant Access Code: 1092490#

TIME: 8:00 p.m. – approximately 9:30 p.m.

ATTENDEES: Dick Bell (Detroit Boat Club), MB Blanding (Camp Randall RC), Matt Chase (Westerville Crew), Greg Hull (Cincinnati Juniors), Frances K. Mennone (Great Miami Rowing Club), Chris Swartz (Upper Arlington Crew), Mike Tanner (LPJ Chicago)
PURPOSE OF MEETING: 

1. Introduce newly elected board

2. Elect officers

3. Discuss business matters for 2011-2012

MEETING ORGANIZER & LEADER: Frances K. Mennone
ACTION ITEMS & DECISIONS:

1. Review of MJRA organizational history & goals: Three items were identified for all new board members. They are:

a. All inclusive race events

b. Race the 2000 meter distance

c. Host both sweep and sculling events with a concentration on sweep
2. Determination of MJRA officers to serve the new board.

a. President – Frances Mennone

b. Treasurer – Chris Swartz

c. Secretary – Dick Bell

d. Local Organizer Committee Liaison – Mike Tanner
e. Communications – Matt Chase

3. Annual MJRA clinic and agenda were discussed and the following with the following action plan:

a. Date will be Saturday, September 10, 2011.

b. Place: Hamilton, Ohio. Frances Mennone volunteered to spearhead the organization of the clinic. 

c. Organizational format: A morning & afternoon session separated by lunch would work best. 
d. Agenda will be composed of up to the following subjects:

i. Organization & program building – Frances Mennone suggested Beth Andersen (Oakland Strokes & Pacific Rowing).  

Physiology & Training – Matt Chase suggested Stephen Seiler (Professor in Sport Science at University of Agder) and Matt will approached Dr. Seiler.

4. Annual Midwest Junior Rowing Championship Regatta for 2012.
a. Date: Saturday & Sunday, May 19-20, 2012.

b. Place: East Fork State Park, William H. Harsha Lake, 2185 Slade Rd., Batavia, Ohio 45103-9707, phone (513)797-6081.

5. Brief discussions of the constant threat of US Rowing involvement in regional qualifiers – Greg Hull outlined his view of the position that US Rowing has taken on District Qualifier regattas. Apparently, US Rowing would like to control all District Qualifiers by 2012 so we should expect them to contact our committee for discussion. Regardless of any future involvement with US Rowing, the board agreed to continue the Midwest Junior Championship Regatta as is, serving the broader needs of Midwest rowing organizations.
6. New Business 

a. Future racing schedule changes to the MJRA Championship Regatta was discussed and the board agreed to the following:

i. Form a subcommittee to study any changes to the race schedule. The entire board would be involved in the discussions. We agreed that the current race format and rules have been evolutionary in nature to accommodate doubling up by rowers while allowing for adequate rest time to protect their well-being.
ii. All agreed to send out a questionnaire to the MJRA member organizations and ask one simple question, “Does your organization have any questions on the current race format and rules?” 
b. Junior Program Development was discussed as it relates to growth of established programs as well as underdeveloped programs in our region. The following was proposed:

i.  Program building will be a feature of our September rowing clinic hosted by Frances Mennone

ii. Matt Chase volunteered to develop a manual dedicated to New Program Development
iii. Dick Bell volunteered to develop contact information for underdeveloped programs that might join MJRA.

7. MJRA Questionnaire - The following three questions will be asked of the MJRA member organizations:
a. Does your team have questions on the current scheduling of events at the Midwest Junior Rowing Championship Regatta?
b. Does your team have a middle school program? If so, why do you have this program?  

c. Do you know of any new or developing rowing programs in your area that MJRA could reach out to and aid the developmental process? New member organizations are always welcome in our association.

8. Regatta Scheduled for 2011- 2012:



September 17, 2011
Head of the Cuyahoga

Cleveland, Ohio



September 24, 2001
Frogtown Regatta

Toledo, Ohio



October 1, 2011
Grand River Challenge
Grand Rapids, Michigan



October 15, 2011
Speakmon Regatta

Columbus, Ohio



October 29, 2011
Blake Haxton Fall Invite
Columbus, Ohio



November 5-6, 2001
Head of the Hooch

Chattanooga, Tennessee

April 22, 2012

Hoover Invite


Westerville, Ohio
April 28, 2012

Cincy Invite & Dogwood
Cincinnati & Oakridge
April 28, 2012

Governor’s Cup

Columbus, Ohio
May 5, 2012

Blue & Burgundy

Hamilton, Ohio

May 12, 2012

Midwest Scholastic

?

May 19, 2012

Midwest Juniors

Harsha Lake, Ohio
9. Next Meeting – September 10 at the MJRA Rowing Clinic in Hamilton, Ohio.

The end

Respectively,

Dick Bell
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